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ship construction and had armored sides. The com-
bination of the two principles, an armored ship with
revolving turrets, forms the principle of the battle-
ship of to-day.

Having been executive officer of one ship that
had been lost, I did not care to repeat the experi-
ence. We were all pleased when Captain Emmons
came off to report that it was not the Brooklyn that
Dahlgren wanted, but Captain Emmons to serve on
his staff. So the Brooklyn proceeded to the New
York Navy-Yard to be overhauled before returning
to Farragut's command in the Gulf, where she was
to participate in the battle of Mobile Bay. Mean-
while, I had my first holiday from duty since the
war had begun, which I spent at my home in Ver-
mont.

Captain James Alden succeeded Captain Em-
mons in command of the Brooklyn and he wanted
me to go with him as executive officer; so did Far-
ragut But strong objections on account of niy
youth were made to the Navy Department on be-
half of officers who were my seniors and held less
important assignments. As I was now nearer the
influence of Washington than when I was directly
under Farragut and his great personal prestige, the
objections prevailed, and in one sense fortunately
for me. It will be recalled that it was the Brook-
lyn that led the wooden ships in past the forts at
Mobile, following the monitors. When the monitorot yet come.
